10                          THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA.

And the queen said to her sister, Prajapati: "A
mother who has borne a future Buddha will never give
birth to another child. I shall soon leave this world,
my husband the king, and Siddhartha, my child. When
I am gone, be thou a mother to him."                      25

And Prajapati wept and promised.                       2G

When the queen had departed from the living, Pra-
japati took the boy Siddhartha and reared him. And
as the light of the moon little by little increases, so the
royal child grew from day to day in mind and in body;
and truthfulness and love resided in his heart.           27

V. THE TIES OF LIFE.

When Siddhartha had grown to youth, his father
desired to see him married, and he sent to all his kins-
folk, commanding them to bring their princesses that
the prince might select one among them as his wife. 3L

But the kinsfolk replied and said: "The prince is
young and delicate; nor has he learned any of the
sciences. He would not be able to maintain our daugh-
ter, and should there be war he would be unable to
cope with the enemy."                                             2

The prince was not boisterous, but pensive in his
nature. He loved to stay under the great jambu-tree
in the garden of his father, and, observing the ways of
the world, gave himself up to meditation.                  8

And the prince said to his father : " Invite our kins-
folk that they may see me and put my strength to thc^.
test." And his father did as his son bade him.         4

When the kinsfolk came, and the people of the city
Kapilavastu had assembled to test the prowess and
scholarship of the prince, he proved himself manly In